A list is presented, derived from published and unpublished accounts, of plant vernacular names and uses from the Pokot, Turkana and Marakwet peoples of north western Kenya. Uses are classified under medicinal, human food, human domestic use and livestock fodder. The knowledge and utilization of the flora is seen to be extensive, with 92% of the 888 species recorded having a vernacular name. About 46% of plants are used medicinally by at least one group of peoples, about 24% can be eaten by humans, about 23% are used for domestic purposes and 43% are eaten by domestic livestock.
INTRODUCTION
Various publications in recent years have included indigenous pant names and uses from tribal groups of northern Kepya, e.g. the pastoral .Pokot of East Pokot (Timberlake, 1987) , the agricultural Pokot of the Kerio Valley (Tanaka, 1980; Timberlake, 1987) , the Turkana west and south of Lake Turkana (Morgan, 1980 (Morgan, , 1981 , and the Marakwet of Elgeyo, Marakwet district (Lindsay, 1978) . The book on medicinal plants by Kokwaro (1976) also includes some names from these areas. The data from these six publications are here presented in a more readily utilizable format.
The area covered includes parts of Baringo Turkana, West Pokot and Elgeyo-Marakwet Districts, all in Rift Valley Province. Most ofthe area falls within the ecoclimatic zones 5 and 6 of Pratt & Gwynne (1977) , and ranges in altitude from 2,700 m on the slopes of the Cherangani Hills to below 600 m close to Lake Turkana. There are some. hill ranges, e.g. Tiati, and the Kerio Valley runs through part, but generally the landscape is a dry plain wit~Acacia savanna or bushland. Various seasonal rivers run through the area, some are fringed by Acacia woodland, while the hills, occasionally rising to 2,500 m, often have a different and richer flora. Soils are mostly volcanic
METHOD
All plant species mentioned in the above publications are listed, whether or not a name or use was noted. The plant species and uses are recorded for differing purposes, so do not necessarily provide comprehensive coverage. The collections described by Timberlake (1987) and Morgan (1980 Morgan ( , 1981 are probably the most comprehensive, covering both wet and dry seasons and full range of uses. Plants described by Lindsay (1978) were restricted to those of medicinal interest only. In most cases voucher specimens were collected and their vernacular names and uses 
